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The policy, strategy and tactics of the Commun- 
ist Party of the Soviet Union are formulated on 
the basis of the theory of Marxism-Leninism. Marx- 
ist-Leninist theory makes it possible to understand 
the historical perspective, to determine the trends 
of social, economic and political development for 
many years ahead, and to choose the right line in 
international affairs. 

The Report of the CPSU Central Committee to 
the 25th Party Congress (held in February-March 
1976 in Moscow) and the documents of the Congress 
have shed light on many urgent problems of theory. 


1. CONCERNING DEVELOPED SOCIALISM 


A developed socialist society is a most complex 
social organism in which the economic, social, poli- 
tical, scientific-technical and spiritual processes have 
reached a high level and interact harmoniously. As 
emphasized in the Report to the Congress, every- 
thing in that society-from the economy to intellec- 
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tual culture-serves to promote the welfare of the 
working man, to create favourable conditions for 
satisfying his material and cultural requirements, 
for his all-round development. 

The principal objective of the policy pursued by 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has al- 
ways been to promote the well-being and the all- 
round development of all members of society. 

But for a long time the possibilities for achieving 
that goal were limited. In the first place, out of the 
sixty years of Soviet history, the Soviet people had 
to spend about twenty years defending their gains 
with arms in hand, and consequently, to make up for 
their colossal losses in manpower and restore their 
war-ravaged economy. The war with Hitler Germany 
alone cost the Soviet Union 20 million lives and 
1,710 demolished towns and 70,000 villages. This is 
the price that the Soviet people paid for their victo- 
ry, which was the decisive factor in the rout of fas- 
cism. 

Secondly, the Soviet state had a poor economic 
foundation on which to build the new society. 

The level of tsarist Russia’s economic development 
was extremely low. In the year preceding the First 
World War, its output of steel was 4.2 million tons 
(as compared with the Soviet Union’s 141 million 
tons in 1975), coal, 29.1 million tons (701 million 
tons in 1975), oil, 18 million tons (491 million tons 
in 1975), and electricity 1,900 million kilowatt-hours 
(1,038 thousand million kilowatt-hours in 1975). It 
took many years of strenuous and unremitting labour 
to build a powerful Soviet economy, owing to which 
the Soviet Union today ranks among the most ad- 
vanced countries of the world. 
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The Soviet Union is the biggest producer in the 
world of oil, iron, steel, cement, mineral fertilizers, 
tractors, cotton and woolen fabrics, sugar, milk and 
butter. It accounts for one-fifth of world industrial 
output. 

The socialist national economy has been develop- 
ing evenly without crises or upheavals. During the 
ninth five-year period (1971-75) industrial output was 
increased by 43 per cent as planned; and the prog- 
ramme for improving agriculture was carried out 
consistently. In that period 500,000 million roubles 
were invested in the national economy, which made 
it possible by the end of the five-year period to in- 
crease fixed productive assets (machinery, equip- 
ment, etc.) by 50 per cent, or to double these assets 
as compared with 1965. Here is another compari- 
son: in the last ten years the Soviet Union has in- 
creased its economic potential by as much as it 
had built up over a period of nearly 50 years 
(1917-65). 

These figures and comparisons do not mean that 
the Soviet economy experiences no difficulties and 
setbacks. Today the question of efficiency of indust- 
rial and agricultural production, of the pace of 
building industrial projects, of output quality and 
many other questions are more acute than ever. This 
was pointed out in the Report delivered by Leonid 
Brezhnev at the last Party Congress. He said: ‘““We 
shall be quite right, we shall act as befits Leninists 
if, in acknowledging what has been achieved, we 
shall concentrate our attention on the shortcomings 
which we still have, on tasks that still have to be 
carried out.” 

The comprehensive socio-economic programmes 
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drawn up by the Party embrace all aspects of the 
country’s life. Developed socialism, as emphasized 
by the Central Committee Report, creates unequaled 
opportunities for bringing about a further rise in 
the Soviet people's well-being, an improvement of 
the conditions of their work and everyday lite, and 
considerable progress in public health, education and 
culture, in fact, everything that helps to mould the 
new man, the harmoniously developed individual, 
and improve the socialist way of lite. 

In the economic sphere, mature socialism is cha- 
racterized by a dynamic development of production 
under a single plan. Production rests on a power- 
ful material and technical basis which embraces the 
latest achievements of science and technology. ‘’Ne- 
ver before has our country had such an enormous 
economic, scientific and technical potential,” said 
Leonid Brezhnev at the Congress. ‘Never before 
have we had such a huge army of trained person- 
nel. Never before have we been able to draw upon 
such vast experience of economic construction 
which has been creatively interpreted and genera- 
lized by the Party.” 

In the socio-political sphere, the principal gain of 
developed socialism is the establishment of a state 
of the whole people, which reflects the indissoluble 
unity of the working class, the farmers and the in- 
telligentsia, with the working class playing the lead- 
ing role. In the USSR a new historical community 
of people has taken shape-the Soviet people. 

The social structure of developed socialism under- 
goes constant improvement, and the prevalent ten- 
dency in this process is towards social homogeneity. 

In the intellectual sphere, developed socialism is 


characterized by a high level of education and cul- 
ture of all members of society, by their ideological 
staunchness and their adherence to the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism. The state gives its citizens every 
opportunity to acquire an education and a profession 
in accordance with their abilities and aspirations, 
to develop morally and_ intellectually. 

“We have created a new society,’ says the Report 
of the CPSU Central Committee, “a society the like 
of which mankind has never known before. It is a 
society with a crisis-free, steadily growing economy, 
mature socialist relations and genuine freedom. It is 
a society governed by the scientific materialist world 
outlook. It is a society of firm confidence in the fu- 
ture, of radiant communist prospects. Before it lie 
boundless horizons of further all-round progress. 

The most important product of developed socia- 
lism, as the Central Committee Report notes, is the 
Soviet man. A man who, having gone through all 
trials together with his country, has himself 
changed beyond recognition; a man who combines 
ideological conviction and tremendous vital energy, 
culture, knowledge, and the ability to use them. 
This is a man who, while an ardent patriot, has 
been and will always remain a consistent interna- 
tionalist. 

The Soviet socialist way of lite, distinguished by 
an atmosphere of genuine collectivism, comradeship 
and unity is another major feature of developed so- 
cialism. 

The Communist Party is the guiding and organiz- 
ing force of developed socialist society. It is owing 
to the Party's activity that the community of inte- - 
rests of the individual, the collective and society, 
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which is the objective feature of socialism, becomes 
unity of will and action. But in order to work out 
an optimal programme of the country’s socio-poli- 
tical development, to define the main goals and map 
the correct ways of attaining them, it is essential to 
have a sound knowledge of scientific theory and be 
guided by it in practical activities. 

The theoretical basis of the long-term political 
course elaborated by the Party has been elevated 
to a qualitatively new level by the 25th Congress. 
The theoretical work of the Congress centred on one 
of the important problems in Leninism—the problem 
of raising the effectiveness of the Communist Party's 
policy and enhancing its guiding role in all spheres 
of social life. The Congress thereby made a signifi- 
cant contribution to Lenin’s teaching on the ever 
growing role of the masses in historical develop- 
ment. 

The Central Committee Report examines in dia- 
lectical unity the basic factors enhancing the effec- 
tiveness of the CPSU’s policy, which is founded on 
the principles of Marxism-Leninism. These are, first, 
the scientific nature of the policy, reflection of the 
basic laws and more promising tendencies of the 
historical process; second, realism, objective consi- 
deration of the rapidly changing situation, and cor- 
rect assessment of new social phenomena and new 
political situations; third, humanism and democratic 
spirit, the Party’s supreme aim being the satisfac- 
tion of the material and spiritual requirements of 
the Soviet man. 

It is the indissoluble unity of these elements in 
the Communist Party’s policy that ensures the Party's 
high prestige among the masses and helps to mobi- 
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lize their energy and determination for the revolu- 
tionizing practical activities. The Party’s policy is 
a matter of concern to the whole people and it ex- 
presses their vital interests. This is one of the main 
reasons why the unity between the Party and the 
people is invincible, as was convincingly demonstra- 
ted by the 25th Congress. 

Leonid Brezhnev’s Report defines the laws of de- 
velopment of the Party in the context of mature so- 
cialist society. While it is a Party of the whole peo- 
ple, it has not lost its class character and basically 
remains a working-class party. 

Having outlined the principles of the Party’s long- 
term policy, and the content and forms of its ideolo- 
gical and educational work and of Party guidance 
of state and public organizations, the General Secre- 
tary of the CPSU Central Committee emphasized 
that “the dynamic development cf Soviet society, the 
growing scale of communist construction, and our 
activity in the international arena insistently require 
a steady raising of the level of Party guidance of 
economic and cultural development, the education of 
our people, and improvement of organizational and 
political work among the masses.” 

An important requisite for successful Party guid- 
ance is the Leninist style of work—a creative style 
that is alien to subjectivism and takes a scientific 
approach to all social processes. This style makes 
high demands on oneself and on others, and rules 
out complacency, bureaucracy and formalism. 

The task set by the Party Congress before Soviet 
Science is to investigate developed socialist society 
comprehensively and creatively. The Party and the 
state need research connected primarily with the all- 
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round development and management of production, 
and sound recommendations on how to substantially 
raise its efficiency. 

It is important to study the laws and tendencies 
of development of the productive forces, of the struc- 
ture and political system of Soviet society, and of its 
manifold culture. Such urgent problems as the deve- 
lopment of the state system and the improvement of 
the forms and methods of ideological work require 
further theoretical elaboration. Problems of environ- 
mental protection and population, the utilization of 
natural resources and demographic policy also re- 
quire further study. 

The Congress called on workers in the natural 
and social sciences to join their efforts in conducting 
comprehensive research into these problems. 

One of the tasks facing scholars is to increase the 
practical value of the social sciences. This means 
that research in these sciences should be closely re- 
lated to life, to the practice of communist construc- 


tion. 


2. URGENT PROBLEMS OF COMMUNIST 
CONSTRUCTION 


A developed socialist society is a society which, as 
Leonid Brezhnev said in his Report, “is gradually 
growing into a communist society.” 

The Programme adopted by the 22nd Party Cong- 
ress (1961) shows that the gradual growth of social- 
ism into communism involves the building of the 
material and technical basis of communism, the trans- 
formation of socialist into communist social rela- 
tions, and the moulding of the new, harmoniously 
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developed man. At subsequent congresses, in the de- 
cisions of Central Committee plenums and in other 
Party documents this general formula acquired more 
concrete substance reflecting the changes taking 
place in Soviet society. And the tasks set before the 
Party by the realities and by the practice of com- 
munist construction were theoretically elaborated and 
successfully carried out. 

A major contribution to this theoretical work was 
made by the 25th Party Congress, which drew up 
a comprehensive programme for the further develop- 
ment of Soviet society~a programme whose fulfil- 
ment will be an important step towards communism. 

In the programme the question of the economic 
strategy of the Party has a central place. As before, 
the Party proceeds from its long-term objective—to 
bring about a steady rise in the material and cultu- 
ral standards of the people. This objective is achiev- 
ed mainly through raising the efficiency of produc- 
tion in every possible way, through its intensifica- 
tion, and through rapid growth of labour producti- 
vity. 

The Congress put forward convincing arguments 
in favour of intensification. Among them were the 
necessity to make more rational use of labour re- 
sources, which presupposes the application of the 
most up to date equipment and production proces- 
ses, i.e., complete mechanization and automation 
of production; continuous growth of the country’s 
requirements for energy and raw materials and their 
rational utilization; allocation of more and more 
funds for the protection of the environment (in the 
current five-year period alone it is planned to spend 
11,000 million roubles for this purpose); and, final- 
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ly, allocation of an increasing amount of resources 
to accelerate the development of the infrastructure 
(transport facilities, communication, etc.). 

“In order to carry out successfully the diverse eco- 
nomic and social tasks facing the country,” Leonid 
Brezhnev stressed, “there is no other way than that 
of promoting the rapid growth of labour productivi- 
ty and achieving a steep rise of efficiency in all areas 
of social production. Emphasis on efficiency... is 
the key component of our entire economic strategy”’. 

It should be noted that the Congress linked the 
problem of raising the efficiency of production with 
the problem of rapidly improving the quality of pro- 
ducts. 

The Party has always paid a great deal of atten- 
tion to the question of quality, but now that the 
Soviet Union has achieved good results as regards 
quantity, the problem of quality becomes particular- 
ly urgent. An important task now is to orientate 
the whole Soviet economy towards higher efficiency 
and better quality. 

The question of quality, says the Central Commit- 
tee Report, covers all aspects of economic work. 
High quality means a saving of labour and material 
resources, a growth of export potentialities, and, in 
the long run, better and fuller satisfaction of so- 
ciety’s requirements. In other words, quality is both 
a means of achieving efficient production and a re- 
sult of it (for, on the one hand, only high standard 
of all economic work can ensure high efficiency in 
production; on the other, only efficient production 
can ensure high quality of output and fuller satis- 
faction of social and individual needs). ‘That is 
why,” Leonid Brezhnev said, “better quality of out- 
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put must be the aim of the entire mechanism of 
planning and management, the entire system of ma- 
terial and moral encouragement, and the efforts of 
engineers and designers and the skill of workers. It 
must receive the unremitting attention of Party or- 
ganizations, the trade unions and the Komsomol.” 

The Central Committee Report to the 25th Con- 
gress outlines the key problems of building the ma- 
terial and technical basis of communism, of further 
raising the effectiveness of production: acceleration 
of scientific and technological progress; a further 
increase in farm produce and improvement of agri- 
cultural production; an increase in consumer goods 
output, and an improvement of retail trade and pub- 
lic services; effective use of foreign economic ties to 
speed up the country’s development; and perfection 
of economic management. 

The consistent and comprehensive solution of 
these problems is indispensable for raising the ma- 
terial and cultural standards of the Soviet people, 
on a scale which is specified in the Guidelines for 
the Development of the National Economy of the 
USSR for 1976-1980, adopted by the Congress. 

The CPSU has always been able to define the 
most important tasks facing society. The decisive 
task today, as pointed out in the Central Commit- 
tee Report, is the further improvement of econo- 
mic management in the broadest sense. This invol- 
ves raising the level of scientific planning and the 
further development of new forms of organization 
of production that conform to modern standards— 
productive and scientific-productive associations, ter- 
ritorial-productive and agro-industrial complexes. On 
this basis economic as well as social tasks have been 
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carried out with success, as practical experience has 
shown. 

The further improvement of management presup- 
poses the simultaneous development of centralism, 
which prevents a narrow departmental approach and 
localistic tendencies, and of democracy, which en- 
courages local initiative and participation by more 
and more working people in management. The time 
has come to solve the question of improving the 
methods of comprehensively resolving major na- 
tional and intersectoral tasks. 

The society of developed socialism has accumu- 
lated invaluable capital in terms of material and 
manpower potential. ‘All of us are responsible for 
how this capital is used,’ Leonid Brezhnev told the 
Congress, “for how fully the colossal new potentia- 
lities that make it possible to set the country tasks 
of an unparalleled magnitude are put into effect.” 

In this connection of special importance is the 
question of efficiency of management of the economy 
and other areas of public life, of the demands that 
the times make on the executive. 

To encourage the initiative of executives, produc- 
tion collectives and all employees, to help them to 
work better and enhance their social and political 
awareness, raise the efficiency of socialist emulation, 
and make fuller use of the working people’s ability, 
knowledge and experience-these are political, orga- 
nizational, ideological and educational rather than 
economic tasks. 

The 25th Congress of the CPSU elaborated ways 
of further improving the social structure and the 
political organization of Soviet society, and parti- 
cularly of developing the socialist state system and 
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socialist democracy, strengthening the legal founda- 
tions of state and public activities, and stepping up 
the work of public organizations. 

The Congress paid special attention to the theore- 
tical and practical problems involved in the mould- 
ing of the new man, in the Party's ideological and 
educational work. It came to the conclusion that it 
is necessary to increase the effectiveness of ideologi- 
cal and educational work on the basis of a compre- 
hensive approach that ensures close unity of ideo- 
logical, political, labour and moral education. 

Study of Marxist-Leninist science, of the class and 
genuinely scientific world outlook, and now of the 
creative contribution which the 25th Congress has 
made to revolutionary theory-this constitutes a ma- 
jor aspect of the Party’s ideological work. Here, too, 
the Party demands that quality and efficiency should 
be raised. ‘Today, as the Party is entering a new 
phase,” said Leonid Brezhnev in his Report to the 
Congress, “it is important to display special con- 
cern for the content of Party education and the en- 
hancement of its theoretical level, without relaxing 
our efforts to involve in Party studies ever greater 
masses of Communists and non-Party people.” 

The Central Committee Report outlines new prin- 
ciples concerning the manifold tasks of carrying out 
ideological and educational work among different so- 
cial groups in the country and in various spheres 
of public life, and concerning the role of the state 
and public organizations in cultural and ideologi- 
cal activity and in mobilizing the working people 
for fulfilling the plans of communist construction. Of 
fundamental importance is the principle that the 
growth of material potentialities should be accom- 
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panied by a rise in the ideological, moral and cul- 
tural level of people. Otherwise there might be a 
relapse to petty-bourgeois psychology. 

The principles and conclusions contained in the 
Central Committee Report are of great political sig- 
nificance and constitute an invaluable contribution 
to the theory of Communist education. 


3. FOREIGN POLICY. THE WORLD 
REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS 


The documents of the 25th Congress contain a 
further clarification of the theoretical questions of 
the Leninist foreign policy, of world development 
and international relations, and of the world revo- 
lutionary process. They provide a clear picture of 
the interaction of the principal social forces on the 
world scene, assess their relationships and roles, and 
equip the Party with a sound policy with regard to 
all basic questions of today’s world revolutionary 
process. 

The Congress emphasized that the chief trend of 
mankind's social progress is determined by the so- 
cialist countries, which are exerting an increasingly 
profound impact on world developments. ‘‘The ties 
between socialist states are becoming ever closer 
with the flowering of each socialist nation and the 
strengthening of their sovereignty,’’ Leonid Brezh- 
nev stressed at the Congress, ‘and elements of com- 
munity are increasing intheir policy, economy, and 
social life. There is a gradual levelling up of their 
development. This process of a gradual drawing to- 
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gether of socialist countries is now operating quite 
definitely as an objective law.” 

As is known, the general and long-term goal of 
Soviet foreign policy is to ensure favourable exter- 
nal political conditions for the building of socialism 
and communism and safeguard world peace and the 
security of the peoples. 

This Leninist foreign policy strategy assumes a 
specific meaning at every stage of development of 
Soviet society, and provides for the elaboration and 
implementation of concrete measures for safeguard- 
ing world peace. 

In 1971 the 24th Congress of the CPSU advanced 
a Peace Programme which called for the achieve- 
ment, based on the power, cohesion and activeness 
of world socialism and on its growing alliance with 
all progressive and peace-loving forces, of a turn in 
international relations from the cold war to the 
peaceful coexistence of states with different social 
systems—a turn from tension that threatens to ex- 
plode to détente and mutually advantageous co- 
operation. 

For this purpose the Soviet Union put forth a 
large number of peace proposals. Here we shall men- 
tion only one, which led to the convocation in Hel- 
sinki of the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (with the participation of the USA and Ca- 
nada). The Conference endorsed the results of the 
Second World War and worked out the principles 
of peaceful development in Europe. The improve- 
ment of relations between the USSR and the USA, 
especially the agreement on strategic arms limita- 
tion, is an important contribution to peace. 

The tendency towards détente is gaining momen- 
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tum. To make this process irreversible, to make the 
principles of peaceful coexistence and fruitful, mu- 
tually advantageous cooperation triumph in rela- 
tions between states with different social systems— 
this is the essence of the policy of the Soviet state 
and the CPSU towards the West. This is no tempo- 
rary tactics. This has been the principled course of 
the Soviet socialist state throughout its history. 

Within literally a few hours after the establish- 
ment of Soviet power, Lenin declared: ‘‘We reject 
all clauses on plunder and violence, but we shall 
welcome all clauses containing provisions for good- 
neighbourly relations and all economic agreements; 
we cannot reject these.” * 

The policy of peace and peaceful coexistence stems 
from the very nature of the socialist system. In so- 
cialist society there are no classes or social groups 
that are interested in wars, in the plunder and en- 
slavement of other peoples or states. A socialist so- 
ciety is a society of true humanism. The aim of so- 
cialism is the fullest possible satisfaction of the 
material and cultural requirements of the working 
people, the all-round development of their physical 
and intellectual capabilities. Socialism means cons- 
tructive work and creation; but it is impossible to 
work constructively and create without fighting 
for peace, against destructive wars. Peace and so- 
cialism are inseparable. 

While upholding and consistently pursuing the 
principle of peaceful coexistence, the CPSU takes 
account of the fact that the present-day world is 
witnessing, especially under the impact of the scien- 


* V_I. Lenin, Coll. Works, Vol. 26, p. 254. 
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tific and technological revolution, accelerated inter- 
nationalization of the world economy, integration 
of economic ties, and international division of la- 
bour. Today it is difficult even for a big country by 
itself to develop efficiently all branches of produc- 
tion and carry out large-scale scientific and techni- 
cal projects. This can be done only through the joint 
efforts of many countries. It is only by closely co- 
operating with one another, that the world’s nations 
can tackle such global problems as protection of the 
environment, the acquisition and utilization of ener- 
gy, raw material and food resources, space explora- 
tion, etc. 

Socialist economic integration offers an example 
of dynamic, mutually advantageous and highly fruit- 
ful cooperation between nations. The long-term prog- 
ramme adopted by the member-countries of the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) 
in 1971 provides for joint exploitation of natural 
resources, joint construction of big industrial com- 
plexes, and cooperation between enterprises and 
whole industries of member-countries. All of this 
deepens the interaction of their economies, helping 
them to supplement one another. 

The CPSU is well aware that today, when man 
is in possession of nuclear weapons, a new world 
war would mean the destruction of whole nations 
and states. Hence the urgent necessity to avert nuc- 
lear war. This is the common concern of all the 
world’s nations, irrespective of their social systems. 

Finally, the CPSU believes that there exist forces 
that can prevent a new world war. They include the 
community of socialist countries which consider the 
safeguarding of world peace one of their main tasks; 
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the working people of all lands—it is by their hands 
and intellect that all values on earth are created 
and it is they who are most interested in preserving 
and multiplying the results of their work; and so- 
ber-minded leaders in capitalist countries who also 
oppose war and appreciate the peace initiatives and 
peaceful aspirations of the peoples. 


The striving of the CPSU for peace was once 
again confirmed by its 25th Congress, which drew 
up a programme of further struggle for peace and 
international cooperation. The programme calls for 
efforts to halt the perilous arms race and reduce the 
existing arsenals, for disarmament; for the elimina- 
tion of the remaining seats of war, above all for a 
just and lasting settlement in the Middle East; for 
the extension of economic, scientific and technical 
cooperation among states. The world public took a 
keen interest in the CPSU’s proposal, put forth at 
the 25th Congress, for the conclusion of a world trea- 
ty prohibiting the use of force in international rela- 
tions, and for the safeguarding of security in Asia 
on the basis of joint efforts of the states of that con- 
tinent. 


Speaking about the peaceful foreign policy of the 
CPSU, Leonid Brezhnev told the 25th Congress: 
“We shall continue this policy with redoubled ener- 
gy, working to bridle the forces of war and aggres- 
sion, to consolidate world peace and assure the peo- 
ple’s right to freedom, independence and social pro- 
gress.” 

While consistently pursuing a policy of peace, the 
CPSU does not deviate from its class, Marxist-Le- 
ninist principles, from its conception of class strug- 
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gle and socialist revolution. In vain do some bour- 
geois politicians raise a hue and cry against the So- 
viet Communists’ and the Soviet people’s solidarity 
with the peoples fighting for freedom, social progress 
and socialism. They forget, or rather deliberately 
ignore the fact that détente and peaceful coexistence 
mean that disputes and conflicts between states 
should be settled by peaceful means, not by war, and 
not by the use or threat of force. 


Détente in no way abrogates, nor can it abrogate 
the laws of class struggle and socialist revolution, 
which are dictated by the objective development of 
capitalism and stem from its inherent contradictions, 
especially from the irreconcilable contradiction be- 
tween labour and capital. Indeed, should one expect 
that détente will reconcile Communists to capitalist 
exploitation, or the monopolies to socialist revolu- 
tion? Of course not. On the other hand, an indispen- 
sable condition for détente is strict observance of the 
principle of non-interference in the affairs of other 
states and respect for their independence and so- 
vereignty. 


The CPSU is a party of revolutionaries and inter- 
nationalists. Thus, the Report of its Central Com- 
mittee to the 25th Congress devotes much space to 
an analysis of the questions relating to the develop- 
ment ot today’s world revolutionary process. Among 
them are: the interaction and unity of the various 
streams in that process; revolution as a logical out- 
come of a country’s internal development and as a 
powerful lever for social regeneration; peaceful and 
non-peaceful means of revolution and the necessity 
to defend its gains; the correlation of the struggle 
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for democracy and the struggle for socialism; the 
confrontation of forces in the foremost issue of our 
time-the question of war and peace; relaxation of 
tension and the class struggle; ways of strengthen- 
ing the unity of the communist, working-class and 
democratic movement; and the principles governing 
relations between Communist parties. 

The question of peaceful and non-peaceful roads 
of revolution is one of the most important and most 
urgent questions of our time. 

Anti-Communists have long been engaged in a 
campaign of vilification against the working class, 
the Communist Party and the proletarian state. They 
assert that workers are barbarians who have a pas- 
sion for destruction and for whom arms are but the 
only argument in dealing with political enemies. 


The fact is, however, that the working class is the 
most humane class history has ever known. It is a 
class of builders and creators; it is the working class 
that produces the basic values on earth. Nobody 
cherishes the fruits of labour-its own, and the labour 
of the farmers and the intelligentsia-more than the 
working class. The working class shows the great- 
est concern for human life-the most valuable thing 
on earth. And it strives to preserve and enrich the 
material and intellectual culture of mankind. 

Thus, it is natural that the working class and its 
Communist Party should be most interested in the 
peaceful development of the revolution, in the peace- 
ful transition from capitalism to socialism. More 
than a hundred years ago, Friedrich Engels, answer- 
ing the question “Will it be possible to bring about 
the abolition of private property by peaceful meth- 
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ods?” said, “It is to be desired that this could 
happen, and Communists certainly would be the last 
to resist it.” * Use of the peaceful method would 
mean the preservation of enormous material values 
and countless human lives; that is why Lenin said 
that it “would have been the easiest and the most 
advantageous course for the people.”’ ** 

But the choice of the methods of struggle, of 
building the new society, does not depend on the 
working class alone; it depends on the objective 
alignment of class forces, on the degree of resistance 
on the part of the bourgeoisie, on its willingness to 
make concessions. 

History shows that the bourgeoisie, like any other 
doomed class, is incapable of making a sober assess- 
ment of the alignment of forces and resorts to all 
possible means, including arms, to retain or regain 
its domination, wealth and privileges. 

The Paris Commune was drowned in blood a 
hundred years ago. For their attempt to destroy the 
foundations of a society ruled by private property 
and. exploitation, 70,000 workers were shot dead or 
sentenced to penal servitude. This bloody lesson 
should never be forgotten by working people. 

Did the Russian capitalists and landowners recon- 
cile themselves to the victory of the working people 
in October 1917? No, they unleashed a civil war 
and sought help from the capitalists of fourteen fo- 
reign states, who tried to restore the capitalist order 
in Russia with fire and sword. The October Socialist 


* K. Marx and F. Engels, Sel. Works, Vol. 1, Moscow, 
Progress Publishers, 1969, p. 89. 
** V_ I. Lenin, Coll. Works, Vol, 25, p. 187. 
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Revolution was essentially a bloodless revolution. 
And it is not the Russian workers and peasants who 
are to be blamed for the rivers of blood that began 
to flow later; it is the capitalists and landlords who 
forced them to put down their chisels and ploughs 
and take up rifles. 

Much water has flowed under the bridge since 
October 1917, and much more since the Paris Com- 
mune. The changed alignment of forces, the impact 
of the socialist countries on world developments, and 
the ever growing role of the international working 
class have considerably broadened the possibility of 
peaceful socialist revolution, of the working peo- 
ple winning power by peaceful, democratic methods, 
about which Engels wrote when the theory of scien- 
tific communism was still in its infancy, and which 
Lenin, too, advocated. 

One of these methods is the parliamentary meth- 
od. Relying on the support of the masses of people, 
the working class in a number of developed ca- 
pitalist countries can win a majority of seats in par- 
liament and turn it into an instrument for serving 
the interests of the working people, for breaking the 
resistance of the exploiter classes and ensuring so- 
ciety’s transition from capitalism to socialism. 

But it would be naive to think that electoral victo- 
ry would automatically bring the working people a 
social and legal system which truly serves their in- 
terests. 

Real power is in the hands of those who control 
the economic levers, the government apparatus and 
the army. It is the bourgeoisie that wields power, 
even after the electoral victory of the working class. 
The Communist Party can succeed in wresting power 
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from the bourgeoisie only if, having won the elec- 
tions, it relies on the support of all working people 
and transforms parliament from an instrument of 
bourgeois domination into the spokesman of the 
working people. 

There are different forms of transition to social- 
ism. Lenin had this in mind when he elaborated the 
theory of development of the democratic revolution 
into a socialist revolution, and when he discussed the 
question of the class essence, the tasks and the histo- 
rical significance of revolutionary-democratic states. 

The programmes of Communist Parties in the West 
call for a thorough reorganization of the economic 
structure of the given country, for the creation of a 
state that is based on an alliance of the country’s 
democratic forces, the setting up of a government 
that is made up of a bloc of Left forces, for the 
establishment of an anti-monopoly democracy and 
other measures. These different forms of transition 
to socialism conform to the specific conditions of the 
given country. 

On the other hand, experience has shown that 
transition to socialism cannot take place within the 
framework of bourgeois parliamentarianism or 
bourgeois democracy. There has been many instances 
of this, the latest one being the tragedy in Chile, 
where the people’s revolution was drowned in blood 
by the military-fascist dictatorship. But the Chilean 
tragedy, as Leonid Brezhnev pointed out at the 25th 
Congress of the CPSU, “has by no means invalidat- 
ed the communist thesis about the possibility of dif- 
ferent ways of revolution, including the peaceful 
way, if the necessary conditions for it exist. But it 
has been a forceful reminder that a revolution must 
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know how to defend itself. It is a lesson in vigilance 
against present-day fascism and the intrigues of 
foreign reaction, and a call for greater international 
solidarity with all those who take the road of free- 
dom and progress.” 

The arch-reactionaries of today apply more refined 
methods of social manoeuvring and demagogy in 
implanting and making use of  social-reformism. 
They pursue a policy of disorganizing and disuniting 
the working-class movement and other democratic 
forces, and have set up an enormous and technically 
well equipped propaganda apparatus. But they 
would not hesitate to resort to open violence and 
armed suppression of the masses. 

The monopoly bourgeoisie has formed special mi- 
litary-police forces to combat mass movements and 
street actions by the working people and break up 
demonstrations and meetings. Its punitive apparatus 
is equipped with electronic devices, tear gas, water 
canons, rubber bullets, etc. Experience has many a 
time confirmed Lenin’s conclusion that the ruling 
class will resort to anything in order to retain its 
power, that it will never leave the historical scene 
voluntarily. 

The experience of the revolutionary movement in 
recent years, Leonid Brezhnev noted at the 25th 
Congress, once again shows that imperialism will 
stop at nothing if the domination of the monopolies 
and their political agents is seriously threatened. It 
will discard all semblance of democratic government, 
trample upon the sovereignty of states and ignore 
all legalities, to say nothing of the principles of hu- 
manism. Slander, duping the public, economic block- 
ade, sabotage, bringing about hunger and disloca- 


26 


tion, bribes and threats, terrorism, assassination of 
political leaders, and fascist-style pogroms—such is 
the armoury of present-day counter-revolution, which 
always operates in conjunction with international 
imperialist reaction. 

But there can be no doubt that favourable objec- 
tive conditions exist today for the success of the 
working people's struggle against the monopolies. 
The acute crisis of capitalism and the scale of the 
class struggle in contemporary world show that the 
success of the cause of the working class depends in 
a large measure on its ability to perceive, under the 
guidance of its Marxist-Leninist party, its real 
strength, on its skill of rallying round itself all 
other working strata and heading a mass _nation- 
wide movement, on the readiness and ability of the 
Communist Parties and the working class to use 
their forces in the decisive battles against capitalism, 
on the degree to which they have mastered all forms 
of struggle-peaceful and non-peaceful, parliamenta- 
rian and non-parliamentarian, legal and illegal—and 
are prepared, as Lenin taught, for the most rapid 
and brusque replacement of one form by another. * 

An indispensable condition for the success of the 
world communist and working-class movement is 
the internationalist unity of its various national con- 
tingents. 

The loyalty of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union to the principles of proletarian international- 
ism was once again confirmed by its 25th Congress. 
The Congress has convincingly shown that interna- 


* See V. I. Lenin, Coll. Works, Vol. 27, p. 343; Vol. 31, 
p. 96. 
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tionalism makes it possible to organically combine 
with national interests the international goals of the 
world’s working class, the world communist move- 
ment, and the struggle for the liberation of mankind; 
that loyalty to proletarian internationalism prevents 
one from taking a narrow and superficial view of 
reality, which is characteristic of those who gravi- 
tate towards opportunism and nationalism by seek- 
ing partial, temporary advantages; that loyalty to 
proletarian internationalism explains the great auth- 
ority and the attractive force of the world com- 
munist movement and the countries of the socialist 
community, the qualities by virtue of which they are 
able to rally round themselves all fighters for peace, 
democracy, national freedom, socialism and_all- 
round social progress. 

Leonid Brezhnev declared at the 25th Congress: 
“We Soviet Communists consider defence of prole- 
tarian internationalism the sacred duty of every 
Marxist-Leninist.” 

Needless to say, internationalist unity of the va- 
rious contingents of the world revolutionary move- 
ment does not rule out differences of opinion; nor is 
it a means for interfering by some Parties in the af- 
fairs of others, as anti-Communists often allege. In 
this connection the Central Committee Report to 
the 25th Party Congress says: ““Communists of dif- 
ferent countries follow each other’s work with in- 
terest and understandable attention. Differences of 
opinion and approach to some questions may arise 
among them from time to time. Hostile propaganda 
has repeatedly sensationalized this. But Marxists- 
Leninists approach such questions from international- 
ist positions, concerned about strengthening the uni- 
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ty of the whole movement, and discuss the emerg- 
ing problems in a truly comradely spirit in the frame- 
work of the immutable standards of equality and 
respect for the independence of each Party. Certain- 
ly, there can be no question of compromise on mat- 
ters of principle, of reconciliation with views and ac- 
tions contrary to the communist ideology. This is 
ruled out. Doubly so, because both Right and ultra- 
Left revisionism is by no means idle, and struggle 
for the Marxist-Leninist principles of the communist 
movement and against attempts to distort or under- 
mine them is still the common task of all.” 

The work of the 25th Congress was marked by 
a class, Party-spirited approach to the analysis of 
socio-political events, by an attitude of irreconcilia- 
tion with bourgeois ideology, opportunism and re- 
visionism of all hues. 

It is significant that owing to a relaxation of in- 
ternational tension and to the development of eco- 
nomic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation 
among countries with different social systems, the 
conditions of struggle against bourgeois ideology 
have changed and become more complicated. This 
is due primarily to an increase in contacts between 
people and exchange of information. The opponents 
of genuine socialism try to exploit this circumstance 
and intensify their propaganda against the socialist 
countries. The Soviet Union cannot remain indiffer- 
ent to this. While favouring broader exchange of in- 
formation and people, it demands respect for Soviet 
laws and customs and does not tolerate attempts to 
interfere in its internal affairs. The Soviet Union 
holds that contacts between people and exchange of 
information should promote mutual understanding 


between nations, and the sharing of experience and 
cultural values. 

Today, when the principles of peaceful coexistence 
are being increasingly widely practiced in relations 
between states with different social systems, when 
the factor of military power is losing the importance 
it formerly had, the problems of ideological confron- 
tation between the two social systems are coming 
to the fore. The struggle against bourgeois ideology, 
reformism and revisionism acquires a special ur- 
gency. 
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The Report of the CPSU Central Committee to the 
25th Party Congress is an important document of 
creative Marxism. This and the other documents of 
the Congress are permeated with a spirit of creative 
exploration and historical optimism and a profound 
confidence in the triumph of communist ideals. 
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